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ABC NIGHTLINE 
4 August 1983 


DUNSMORE: The summer headiines mske it seem like @ storm ig brewing. Libya threatens| 
to atieck the U.S. cerrier Eisenhower, even es Col. Khadfy bombs neighboring Chee { 
The Soviets accuse the U.S. of ermed provocation egainst Libve. 4A massive Smee ces | 
slotiile 1g Om maneuvers in Centre] Americe Five thousane U.S, &rTound troops 
exercising in Honduras. 4A U.S. destroyer hails down é Russian freighter off 

Nicerague, demanding to know its identity, cergo and destination. Radio Moscow 
Genounces the U.S. for world adventurism and gunboat diplomacy. President Reagan seve 
the U.S ig trying to stop the communization of Central Americe. Tess seys the U.S. 
is playing with fire. Are the U.S. and the Soviet Union on @ colilison course? The 


is 
weters, 
and 


: Militery plennerse concede 
thet there ere some Gengers. however, neither Admirel Zumwelt, former chief of nevel 
operetions, who supports the maneuvers nor Admire! Stansfielc Turner, former Cis 
chief, who doesn't, believe there zre substantial risks of accidental warfare. The 
heiling of e Soviet frieghter on-the high sees was unusual. But it complies with 
acceptable international standards. It in no way compares with the querantine imposed 
by the U.S. in 1962, wher it threetened to turn beck, with force, if necessary any 
ship loaded with strategic cargo for Cube. Despite the strong rhetoric from Howson 
Verious propagande organs, there is promise only of politicel support, mo threets to 
take any specific actions. As the analysts note, when the Soviets praise the heroic 
struggle of the Sandiniste revolution, the use of the word heroic usuelly means 
they're on their own. Tengible Soviet militery support for Cube and Nicaragua does 

of course, continue. Militery equipment is pouring at recore levels, but even so, 
there are continuing private talks between Moscow and Washington to keep things from 
getting cut of hand. As @ result, intelligence analysts note no high~performance MIG 
jets have been sent to Nicarague and no threatening Soviet missiles for Central 
Americe have been promised or ere anywhere in sight. Some Soviet officiele compere 
the:r support for 


if 
Libven threat to sink the carrier Eisenhower, while it hes to be Evardec egeinst, 
not cons:iderec probable. The carrier is still evoiding entering the disputed ’ 
anc the neerby war in Chac is tribal, not over ideology. The number of ships 
planes in the Central American maneuvers is extreordinery. : 


reciceal regimes in Central Americe to Americen support for the 


resistence ageinst Soviet occupation of Afghanistan. The U.S., of course, rejects | 
thet enelogy But te ¢ certain extent, the ecceptance of spheres of influence remains: 
one aspect of each super power's policies. The enelysts hwere believe the U.S. is not 
likely to go te war over anything the Soviets do in eastern Europe, nor ere the 
Russians likely te start @e war in Americe's backyaré. This is Berrie Dunsmore for 
Nightline et the Stete Department. 
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